
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

In all of my columns, I write about 
simple actions each of us can take to 
help the earth, and when our actions 

add up collectively, we indeed make a 
difference. Today, my column is about 
the power you have, as an individual, to 
reduce the impact of climate change – 
the action you can take to reduce and 

redirect your food waste.  
Food waste accounts for about 40% 

of what is sent to landfill, and is there-
fore the largest component of what goes 
into the landfill. When food is sent to 
the landfill, it breaks down and it pro-
duces methane. Methane is the third 
largest emitter of greenhouse gases. 
What if I told you that very soon you 
could divert 100% of your food waste 
from the landfill without having to com-
post at home? It’s true!

First, let’s review some ideas about 

how to reduce household food waste. 
Planning ahead greatly helps you to 
refrain from over-buying food. If you 
create a weekly menu of meals and a cor-
responding ingredient list, when you go 
to the store you will likely not purchase 
items you do not need. Furthermore, 
when you plan meals, including a night 
of leftovers not only gives you a night off 
of meal preparation, but it reduces food 
waste even more as the food you already 
have is getting eaten. 

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Many Westlake families had a happy 
holiday season thanks to sev-
eral members of the Westlake Fire 

Department who helped deliver bags of pres-
ents and food baskets to their 
doorsteps in December.

More than 80 families 
received gift bags as part of 
our Adopt A Family/Adult 
Program, helping to put 
smiles on nearly 300 faces. 
Dozens of prepacked food 
baskets were distributed as 
well – a welcome sight to 
many in need of some help 
to get through the holidays.

The Kiwanis Club of 
Westlake donned yellow 
vests as they pitched in to 
help load up vehicles for the 
distribution effort outside 
the Senior and Community 

Services Center, alongside city employees 
and other volunteers from the community.

The City of Westlake is ever-grateful for 
the generosity shown by the almost 90 donors 
who made the city’s holiday distribution 
efforts possible. 

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Two weeks ago, I got my first dose 
of the Moderna COVID-19 vac-
cine. I felt bad, but for a different 

reason than you might think.
Today, we have effective vaccines 

targeting over 20 infections. Some infec-
tions can lead to cancer. Vaccines for 
HPV and Hepatitis B have significantly 
reduced the incidence of cervical cancer 
and liver cancer, respectively. So, yeah, I 
believe in vaccines.

But I’d be lying if I said I’m not worried 
about these new COVID-19 vaccines which 
seemed to have popped out overnight.  

Are they safe?
To alarm our immune system, older 

vaccines use weakened/dead viruses 
or part of the virus. The first two FDA-
approved vaccines use a new technol-
ogy. They deliver a sliver of genetic 
material that codes for just one protein 
– the spikes on the COVID-19 virus.

These vaccines are like a recipe card. 
Only our body has the means to make 

the recipe. These vaccines can’t make 
other stuff, transmit diseases, or mess 
with our genetic material. They’re too 
damn simple.

A transient messenger, this recipe 
card degrades naturally in days.

And the technology has been in 
development for decades. Thirty years 
ago, a prototype was injected into the 
muscles of mice and successfully made 
the protein as directed. COVID-19 is the 
first human opportunity to use it.

What about the side effects?
Reactions to vaccines are to be expect-

ed. So far, millions have received the vac-
cines; there are 29 cases of severe allergies 
– all recovered. But just yesterday (Jan. 14, 
2021) alone, 3,793 people died of COVID-
19 in the U.S. I don’t even know where to 
begin to compare these numbers.

The experts are carefully tracking 
some 20 different vaccine reactions. Some 
real, some not. They’re not alarmed, so I’m 
not either.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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 See COVID VACCINES page 3

Worried about the new 
COVID-19 vaccines?

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

My Moderna COVID-19 vaccine sticker.
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Westlake distributes food, gifts to 
dozens of families for the holidays

Kiwanis donates to Bay’s 
Caring & Sharing Program
by WARREN REMEIN

Despite 2020’s challenges, 
the Kiwanis Club of Bay 
Village still was able to con-

tribute to our mission of improving 
the lives of kids worldwide.

On Dec. 10, 2020, Bay Village 
Kiwanis presented Leslie Selig, 
director of the city’s 
Community Services 
Department, with a 
check for $2,000 for 
the Caring & Shar-
ing Program. Many 
residents have been 
affected by the pan-
demic, job losses 
and difficulties with 
utilities. This pro-
gram helps many 
families through 
difficult times.

Donations to the 

city have been slow, and any dona-
tion to this program at any time 
throughout the year will be used to 
help families in need. Please support 
this program and your local Kiwanis 
club. Find the Bay Village Kiwanis at 
bayvillage-oh.kiwanisone.org and 
contact Leslie at lselig@cityofbayvil-
lage.com or 440-899-3409. 

Adopt A Family/Adult Program gift bags ready to go.

No. 1 thing you can do to reduce 
your impact on climate change

THE GREEN REPORT

 See FOOD WASTE page 2

Kiwanians Foster McMasters, Pat Mosier and 
Mayor Paul Koomar present a check to Leslie Selig 
for the Bay Village Caring & Sharing Program.
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by NANCY BROWN

Bay Village resident and Bay 
Middle School substitute Nancy 
Peterson Wright and one of her 

beloved rescue canine companions, 
Pearl, a 5-year-old Bernese Mountain 
Dog, recently qualified and competed 
in Orlando, Florida at the AKC FastCat 
Invitational. Pearl was also featured in 
“The Fastest Dog Special” on ESPN2. Pearl 
came home with three rosettes for execut-
ing amazing runs at the competition.  

Pearl was a rescue dog that had a 
tragic start as a puppy. She came from a 
puppy mill and was purchased from a pet 
store by a family that kept her crated for 
hours in a crate not designed for her grow-
ing structure. In the competition, Nancy 
and Pearl proudly represented North 
Coast Bernese Mountain Dog Rescue.

Bernese Mountain Dogs have gained 
popularity over the last several years. 
Tragically they are being cross-bred with 
poodles and other small breeds. This 
takes away from the integrity of the origi-
nal breed and raises health concerns.

The Bernese Mountain Dog, aka 
Berner, is defined by the American 
Kennel Club as good-natured, calm and 
strong. They can weigh almost 95 pounds 
and have a life expectancy of 7-10 years. 

This breed is a hardy dog 
that thrives in cold weather. 
This breed helped multi-
task on farms and pastures 
in Switzerland. They are 
used to keep predators 
away from livestock. They 
also pulled milk and cheese 
wagons.

Nancy is actively 
involved in rescue and has 
fostered many breeds, how-
ever she has been loyal to 
the Bernese Mountain Dog 
for 30 years. She volunteers 
with rescue dog trans-
ports and also still fosters. 
She strives to have high 
expectations with positive 
reinforcement training, a 
healthy  diet and lifestyle 
for her dogs. Pearl and her 
canine siblings were registered therapy 
dogs too.

For Nancy and Pearl, 2021 was 
to  be action packed as previous years 
with travels all over Ohio, Michigan and 
Virginia, and hopefully a repeat trip 
to Orlando. Pearl had an active train-
ing schedule. Her personal trainer was 
Marie Buckingham. She also practiced at 
Medina Kennel Club, Pinnacle Dog and 

Canine Sports. She enjoyed professional 
dog dock-diving sessions and was work-
ing on her title for novice weight pull.

Sadly, Pearl became suddenly ill ear-
lier this month, developing pneumonia. 
She did not respond to the treatment. Pearl 
earned her angel wings. Fly high, Pearl. 

Our deepest sympathies to Nancy 
and we know we will be writing about 
you and another magnificent dog again 
very soon! 

Pearl, competing in the AKC FastCat Invitational 
in Orlando in early December. 

Bay Village dog came home a champion
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Try to purchase foods that are “in 
season.” I know, it’s January in Ohio so 
that’s not really an option now, but it is 
an option all summer. Seek out locally 
grown produce to reduce your carbon 
footprint even more. Remember, the 
produce that’s not the “prettiest” is still 
fine to purchase and eat! And a better 
option? Start your own garden and grow 
your own vegetables! We are less likely to 
waste food that we have grown ourselves. 

Use expiration dates as a general 
guideline. These dates are set up and 
designed by the manufacturers and are 
not the end-all, be-all. Use your best 
judgment and don’t just pitch food that 
is past its printed expiration date. Google 
something you’re not sure about – I’ve 
found that any food that I’ve had a ques-
tion about how long it lasts, etc., I can 
find an answer to.

Using your freezer more is also a 
great option to reduce food waste. There 
are many dishes I make too much of 
purposely so that I can freeze leftovers 
for future meals. This ensures every last 
bite of those meals are eaten eventually. 
Frozen fruits and vegetables can be just 
as nutritious as fresh, and having them 
readily available in your freezer ensures 
you’ll have them when needed and they 
will not go bad. 

Getting creative with leftovers is also 
a smart way to reduce your food waste. 
For example, when I make chicken on 
the grill or in the oven, I always add a few 
extra pieces for use the next day. I will 
chop up the cooked chicken and make 
a fried rice using whatever leftover veg-
etables I have too. And honestly, my kids 
love the “leftover” fried rice meal more 
than they do the original meal!

Lastly, when you have the over-rip-
ened bananas or berries, blend them into 

a smoothie or bake them into a bread! 
Freezing ripe bananas is a great option 
too as they taste like ice cream when 
eaten frozen. Yum!

You’re probably thinking: I do so 
much of that and STILL end up with food 
waste and I do not want to compost at 
home. Yes, some food waste is unavoid-
able even when we are trying to not have 
any. That’s OK! There’s something you 
can do about it! At the end of Decem-
ber the Bay Village Green Team posted a 
survey on its Facebook site and via email 
to residents of Bay Village about their 
interest in obtaining a food waste com-
posting service in Bay Village via a local 
company, Rust Belt Riders. You can take 
the survey through the end of January by 
visiting tinyurl.com/BayCompostSurvey.

What can be composted with 
Rust Belt Riders? Contrary to home 
composting, Rust Belt Riders will take 
ALL food waste as well as BPI-certified 
compostable products (some dispos-
able cups, plates, utensils, etc.). Cooked 
food, raw food, citrus, meat, bones and 
everything in between can be compos-
ted industrially. Why can so much more 
be included? Because in an industrial 
composting facility, temperatures rise 
enough to break down all of these foods 
and products. In backyard composting, 
the temperatures don’t rise high enough 
to break that all down so only fresh foods, 
egg shells and coffee grounds should be 
composted there.

What does Rust Belt Riders want 
with all of this food waste? They make 
it into soil. The soil they make is called 
Tilth and they have six different types 
available for purchase. 

Each one of us can do a better job 
reducing food waste and redirecting this 
waste away from landfills. This action 
is the largest one YOU can take as an 
individual to help reduce the impact of 
climate change. 2021 is our year to do 
this, so let’s do it! 

FOOD WASTE  
from front page    

The Observer takes pride in  
the community ... 

and the community takes pride 
in the Observer.
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What about mutations?
Mutations have caused 

lockdowns in multiple coun-
tries. In Denmark, tens of mil-
lions of minks were culled to 
contain a mutated COVID-19 
virus.  

First, did you know Den-
mark is (or was) the No. 1 mink 
pelt producer in the world? I 
didn’t.

Mutations can be bad if 
the virus becomes more trans-
missible or deadly. But muta-

tions are less of a concern for 
vaccines. Vaccines trigger not 
just one but multiple defense 
mechanisms; therefore, it’s 
much harder to fool them with 
mutations.

You might’ve seen Dr. 
Fauci getting his vaccine on 
live TV. He rolled up his sleeve 
and asserted emphatically, “I 

have extreme confidence in 
the safety and efficacy of this 
vaccine.”

Mine had less fanfare. I 
waited in line for 40 minutes, 
15 minutes out in the cold 
drizzle. The shot was nothing. 
My injection site ached and 
itched for a few days, and I 
forgot all about it.

So why did I feel bad? I felt 
guilty about taking up a pre-
cious dose before my mom, 
who is 87; my patients; and 
the nice man who let me skip 
ahead in the Aldi checkout line 
yesterday.

I love them, and I don’t 
mind being their guinea pig. 

COVID VACCINES from front page    

Life is great at VITALIA®
Right now, your world might feel pretty 
closed o�. But get ready to �ll up your 
social calendar because VITALIA® is all 
about connecting with the people and 
activities that bring you joy.More togetherLess apart

(440) 294-5847

Come in for a tour and complimentary lunch.
Free transportation is available. 

26695 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, OH 44145
VitaliaWestlake.com

COVID-19 Phase 1B Vaccination Update: Where and When

Governor DeWine has issued the vaccine 
distribution timeline for Phase 1B of 
Ohio’s vaccination program.

WEEK OF JAN. 18: Vaccine providers 
will begin receiving their first allotment of vac-
cines for those ages 80 and older. Vaccines 
will be delivered on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday. Each provider will begin admin-
istering vaccines the day after they receive their 
shipment. All vaccines must be distributed 
within seven days.

WEEK OF JAN. 25: Vaccinations are 
anticipated to begin for those ages 75 and up 
following the same process outlined above. 
Vaccinations will also be available to those with 
severe congenital, developmental, or early-
onset medical disorders. Additional informa-
tion on how these individuals can choose to 
receive their vaccines is forthcoming.

WEEK OF FEB. 1: Vaccinations are 
anticipated to begin for those ages 70 and up 
following the same process outlined above.

WEEK OF FEB. 8: Vaccinations are 
anticipated to begin for those ages 65 and up 
following the same process outlined above.

 Please Note:
“When a new age range opens, that does 

not mean vaccinations will be complete for the 
previous age range,” said Governor DeWine. 
“Vaccinating Ohioans in Phase 1B will take 
a number of weeks given the limited doses 
available.” 

 A full list of vaccination locations can be 
found at the Cuyahoga County Board of Health 
website: www.ccbh.net/covid-19-phase-
1b-provider-list.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY BOARD OF 
HEALTH
www.ccbh.net/vax
**If you have signed up at www.ccbh.
net/vax to be notified when spots 
are open at one of Cuyahoga County 
Board of Health Covid clinics, you 
will still be able to receive a vaccine 
from them, but you may wait longer 
than if you choose a provider from 
this list.

FAIRVIEW PARK
GIANT EAGLE PHARMACY
21593 Lorain Road 
440-356-3677 
www.gianteagle.com/
covidvaccine

LAKEWOOD
DISCOUNT DRUG MART
13123 Detroit Avenue 
216-529-9100 
discount-drugmart.com
DISCOUNT DRUG MART
15412 Detroit Avenue 
216-226-0600 
discount-drugmart.com

GIANT EAGLE PHARMACY
14100 Detroit Avenue 
216-226-1600 
www.gianteagle.com/
covidvaccine

NORTH OLMSTED
DISCOUNT DRUG MART
24485 Lorain Road 
440-734-3880 
discount-drugmart.com
GIANT EAGLE PHARMACY
27264 Lorain Road 
440-777-6148 
www.gianteagle.com/
covidvaccine
MARC’S PHARMACY
26393 Brookpark Road 
440-777-2521 
www.marcs.com
  
ROCKY RIVER
GIANT EAGLE PHARMACY
22160 Center Ridge Road 
440-356-3287 
www.gianteagle.com/
covidvaccine
MARC’S PHARMACY
21661 Center Ridge Road 
440-356-6240
www.marcs.com

WESTLAKE
DISCOUNT DRUG MART
27300 Detroit Road
440-871-6077 
discount-drugmart.com

GIANT EAGLE PHARMACY
30275 Detroit Road 
440-871-5710 
www.gianteagle.com/
covidvaccine

CLEVELAND CLINIC
Cleveland Clinic will be using 
MyChart to schedule vaccine 
appointments.
The COVID-19 vaccine will be avail-
able by appointment only at desig-
nated vaccination sites. The vaccine 
will not be available in our provider 
offices or walk-in clinics. Currently, 
the supply of vaccines available is 
very limited. 

FAIRVIEW HOSPITAL
 18101 Lorain Ave Cleveland
my.clevelandclinic.org/
online-services/mychart
If you are unable to access MyChart, 
call 216-444-2538 for help.

UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS
216-767-8995
 At this time, vaccinations will be 
administered at the UH Management 
Services Center, 3605 Warrensville 
Center Road in Shaker Heights.
vaccine.uhhospitals.org

You must directly contact the provider of your choice from this list to schedule a vaccine appointment.

by JANE BLACKIE

Although the recent opioid finan-
cial settlements are suggesting 
steps in the right direction, 

issues related to alcohol, drugs and 
substance use disorders continue to 

represent a major public health con-
cern in our society, especially during 
the pandemic.

Join the Siegal Lifelong Learning 
Center of Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity and the League of Women Voters 
of Greater Cleveland on Thursday, Jan. 

21, at 7 p.m. for an online forum, “The 
Addiction Disease and What We Can Do 
About It.”

A panel of medical, legal and addic-
tion experts will share their understand-
ing and experiences, with the hope of 
moving us closer to a more effective and 
permanent solution to this problem. 

The panelists will include Jim 
Joyner, LICDC-CS, ICCS, of Joyner and 

Associates; Jennifer Kinsley, attorney, 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland; Chris-
tina Delos Reyes, MD, Addiction Psy-
chiatry Specialist, University Hospitals; 
and Judge Joan Synenberg, Cuyahoga 
County Court of Common Pleas. 

The forum will be moderated by 
Observer columnist Diana Pi, M.D.

To register for the Zoom webinar, 
visit: lwvgreatercleveland.org. 

LWV, CWRU to host addiction forum online

Information courtesy cityofbayvillage.com.
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Westshore Council of Governments (WCOG) Meeting, Nov. 18, 2020
by LWV observer SUSAN MURNANE

This report is not an official state-
ment of the League of Women Voters. 
Mayor Cooney’s office prepares official 
minutes.

Present: Mayors Cooney (Fairview 
Park), Bobst (Rocky River), George 
(Lakewood), Kennedy (North Olmsted), 
Koomar (Bay Village), and WCOG Fiscal 
Officer Renee Mahoney. Mayor Clough 
(Westlake) was unable to attend.

Guests: Monique Smith, State Repre-
sentative, District 16; Lisa Barno, Execu-
tive Director, Cuyahoga County Mayors 
and City Managers Association.

The meeting was held at the Gemini 
Center in Fairview Park, Mayor Cooney 
presiding. It was called to order at 9:45 
a.m. 

Fiscal Officer’s Report: Fiscal 
Officer Mahoney presented the Decem-
ber financial report and WCOG ended 
the year within budget. Mahoney com-
mended her staff for their efficiency, and 
reported that Bay Village transitioned to 
new financial software on Jan. 1 which it 
shares with WCOG through completely 
separate accounts. The software should 
improve efficiency and accuracy in pro-
ducing financial reports. The retirement 
of Jeff Reynolds, Special Agent in Charge 
of the Westshore Enforcement Bureau 
(WEB), and training his replacement 
may require some budget adjustment. 
Mahoney promised more information at 
the February meeting.

Commission Reports
RTA: Mayor George was recently 

sworn in to the RTA Board of Trustees, 
and Mayor Cooney affirmed the impor-
tance of Westshore representation on the 
RTA Board. Mayor Clough had been on 
the board for 20 years. He was elected 
Vice President in 2011 and became Presi-
dent in 2018. He decided not to run for 
re-election this year. 

NOACA: Mayor Bobst reported that 
NOACA is working with the Cuyahoga 
County Planning Commission and other 
local and regional organizations on the 
Cuyahoga County Lakefront Public 
Access Plan to incentivize private lake-
front property owners to increase public 
lakefront access through public plan-
ning and financial support for erosion 
abatement. The Lakefront Public Access 
Plan involves both land use and trans-
portation issues and has the potential to 
fundamentally re-envision the greater 
Cleveland area’s relationship with Lake 
Erie. Private meetings with lakefront 
landowners on Greater Cleveland’s east 
side and west side will be held, and a 
virtual public meeting on the plan will 
be held on Jan. 28. For more information 
and a link to the virtual public meeting 
go to: bit.ly/3nJAkGV.

Land Bank: Mayor George has been 
appointed to the Cuyahoga County Land 
Bank Board of Directors. No meetings 
have been held since her appointment.

County Planning Commission: 
Mayor Bobst announced that the CC 
Planning Commission has a new Execu-
tive Director, Mary Cierebiej. She has 
extensive experience and an inspiring 
vision for the region. She will be invited 
to speak at WCOG soon.

The Planning Commission has over-
sight of the CC Solid Waste District. Their 
retiring Executive Director, Diane Bick-
ett, has been a valuable resource for the 
Westshore cities. The Solid Waste District 
is working on a multi-family recycling 
program. The collapse in prices for recy-
clables has resulted in a lot of recyclable 
materials ending up in landfills. Mayor 
Bobst will provide the mayors with a copy 
of the final draft of the program.

The Planning Commission’s con-
tinuing work with local communities on 
master plans is a valuable resource offer-
ing both leadership and expertise.

Cuyahoga County Mayors and 

Managers Association: The Mayors and 
Managers Association’s new Executive 
Director, Lisa Barno, said that analysis 
of the impact on RITA tax collections 
of Covid-related home-based work is 
progressing. There will be winners and 
losers, but overall, home-based work 
will cause the regional tax base to shrink. 
The extent to which decisions on work 
location will be permanent is uncertain. 
Studies show that millennials don’t really 
want to work from home.

There is a lot of uncertainty about 
Covid vaccine distribution plans, but 
Cuyahoga County distribution locations 
and a timeline were scheduled for release 
on Jan. 14. Later discussion also raised 
many unanswered questions about how 
distribution would be managed based 
on previous experience with mass vac-
cination, for example: who was creden-
tialing the distributing organizations; 
where was distribution going to occur, 
at PODs (points of dispensing) or at large 
drive-through sites like the fairgrounds; 
who would be responsible for logistics 
and traffic control? It is likely that most 
sites will distribute the Moderna vaccine 
because of freezer issues.

Mayor Bobst reported that AT&T 
received a federal contract and is trying 
to expand its FirstNet communication 
system for first responders, but it is 
meeting with resistance from fire and 
police chiefs. FirstNet is similar to the 
MARCS dedicated first responder com-
munication system that is currently 
used extensively in the Westshore area 
and throughout Ohio. The benefit of 
switching to FirstNet is not apparent. 
Verizon also has a first responder com-
munications system. The chiefs question 
whether these new systems offer as good 
connectivity or as dense coverage as 
MARCS, and also question its cost. Since 
first responders are the primary users of 
the communication systems their evalu-
ations will be of primary importance. 

Mayor Koomar said that the Cuyahoga 
County Office of Emergency Manage-
ment also plans to consider the matter 
and he will ensure that Executive Direc-
tor Barno receives an invitation to the 
meeting.

The question of preparation against 
possible disturbances on Jan. 19 and 20 
was raised. The mayors are aware that the 
chiefs are talking among themselves and 
with other law enforcement, and every-
one is following the situation closely. 
Mayors and Managers ED Barno asked to 
be kept informed so all could act together 
if necessary.

Old Business
WEB Special Agent in Charge Jeff 

Reynolds is retiring after 20 years. The 
Westshore police chiefs are reviewing 
applications to fill the position and inter-
views are in progress. The mayors asked 
to see the candidate applications.

New Business
Monique Smith, newly elected State 

Representative for District 16, introduced 
herself and promised to maintain a high 
level of communication and service to 
the mayors and constituents. She hopes 
to be invited back regularly.

WCOG will celebrate its 50th anni-
versary in 2021, and Mayor Cooney would 
like to promote the occasion. WCOG and 
WEB have been a resoundingly success-
ful, award-winning innovation in local 
government cooperation and efficiency. 
Mayor Cooney encouraged the other 
mayors to document significant WCOG 
history and successes in their files and 
to share them with Monica Rossiter, 
Fairview Park Community Development 
Planner. This item will remain on the 
agenda so planning for an appropriate 
commemoration can continue.           

The meeting was adjourned at 
approximately 10:54 a.m. The next WCOG 
meeting will be Wednesday, Feb. 10, 9:30 
a.m., in the Fairview Park Gemini Center. 
All meetings are open to the public. 

Get to know Westlake’s new Rec Director: Paula HornerGet to know Westlake’s new Rec Director: Paula Horner

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The City of Westlake recently 
welcomed Paula Horner as its 
new Recreation Director. Horner 

brings with her more than 20 years 
of experience, having served as the 
Rec Director for the City of Broadview 
Heights for the past 11 years and as the 
city’s Recreation Manager before that.

She looks forward to being 
involved with the continuing devel-
opment of a master plan for Meado-
wood Golf Course, which began 
under newly-retired Rec Director Bob 
DeMinico, and collaborating with the 
Community Services Department on 
new joint programming initiatives.

In Broadview Heights, Horner 
served as the project manager, over-
seeing the development of the new 
Broadview Heights Community and 
Recreation Center, which was com-
pleted in 2018. Horner was a charter 

member of committees formed in 
support of a pair of successful bond 
issues which provided the necessary 
funding to complete the project and 
account for additional operations 
costs. She also helped to secure 
grant funding to expand the com-
munity’s recreation amenities.

After starting her collegiate 
career with a medical major at Ohio 
University, she decided to switch to 
Recreation Management.

“I chose my career path mainly 
because I wanted to help people 
maintain a healthy lifestyle,” Horner 
said.

Growing up in Brunswick Hills, 
Horner trained as a gymnast before 
going on to coach gymnastics at the 
Brunswick Recreation Center. She 
still lives in Brunswick Hills with her 
husband, Matt, and her sons, Ryan 
and Evan, both of whom play varsity 
soccer at Brunswick High School. 
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Do you have a good news 
story about Westlake or 

Bay Village? 
Become an Observer 
and share it with the 

Westlake/Bay community. 
The Observer is open 
to all Bay Village and 

Westlake residents who 
want to participate in 
sharing positive news. 
It’s fun, easy and free 

to become an Observer. 
Visit our website at 

wbvobserver.com and 
click on Member Center 

to sign up and be a 
part of this growing 
community project! 

Questions? Email staff@
wbvobserver.com 

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER!

JOIN OVER 1,200 
CITIZEN WRITERS



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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by TAK SATO

As I pen this column in mid-January, experts 
are still uncovering the extent of the damage 
caused by the Solarwinds breach, aka SUN-

BURST, discovered last December. Solarwinds’s 
tool is used by many businesses and government 
agencies, thus the implications of this breach can 
be profound. 

When a breach affects business and/or 
government systems, ultimately consumers are 
affected since these organizations hold our PII 
(Personally Identifiable Information) that, in 
nefarious actors’ possession, can lead to all sorts 
of trouble. Even on our own devices such as com-
puters, smartphones or tablets, protecting PII is 
of utmost importance.

The currently trending digital-world news, 
of the barely two-weeks-old 2021, was sparked by 
Facebook, the owner of the popular messaging 
app “WhatsApp.” WhatsApp users began 
a mass exodus to more privacy-focused 
messaging services like “Signal” and 
“Telegram” when Facebook announced 
its intent to modify WhatsApp’s privacy 
policy so it can share user data with Face-
book.

You’ve probably heard the term 
“you are the product.” The context is in 
regard to our usage of free services or 
products such as email, search engine, 
social media like the aforementioned 
Facebook, etc. Although not likely to be 
presented in an easy-to-comprehend 
sentence like “you can use our apps for 
free while we collect and sell your data,” 
it is surely in the mile-long privacy policy 
and/or terms of use that most no one 
cares to read.

So it was a breath of fresh air when 
Apple introduced an easy-to-compre-
hend feature in their App Store where 
users can scroll down to the “App Pri-
vacy” section to understand what data, 
if any, the app you are considering to 

download collects. Sure, Apple and their handheld 
device oligopoly-counterpart Google should’ve 
done this from the get go but the adage “better 
late than never” is applicable.  

As always, we will soon revisit “Internet Street 
Smarts” in a future column so we can explore ways 
to minimize being victimized in the digital world.

Do you like to play Solitaire but without the 
distraction of ads or paying to remove the ads? Do 
you have an older device? Does it make you feel 
better knowing it doesn’t collect any information 
– zilch, nada, zip? It is possible to stumble upon 
an app that does not collect any information in 
exchange for your usage. 

If you answered yes, give “Classic Solitaire 
Klondike,” available in both the Play Store (bit.
ly/3oRjDdY) and App Store (apple.co/3nPVVgH) 
for Android-based smartphones/tablets and 
iPhone/iPad, respectively, a try. Hint: if you visit 
this column on wbvobserver.com with your 
browser, you’ll be able to just click the respective 
store link for your device instead of typing it.

This caught my eye when the developer 
wrote “Our parents play the game and they are 
not young. So we tried to make elements bigger 
and UI simpler without a bunch of text.” No data 
collection and senior friendly … what are you 
waiting for? 

Westlake Educational Foundation is sponsoring a Car Raffle

Win a new 2020 Chevy Trax and 
help support Westlake City School 

students!

The Westlake Educational Foundation 
will raffle the car during halftime of the 

Boys' Varsity Basketball game on 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021

$250 Off 
New Furnace Installation
$625 Off 
New Furnace & 
Air Conditioning 
Installation

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

$59 Furnace 
Clean & 
Check

www.tigeraironline.com
440-871-4633

Ohio License 16784

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

You are         
the product

THE DIGITAL WORLD

by LARITA KASPAR, Westlake

I am looking forward to another New Year
By golly, it is already here!
What will I do to make the New Year better?
I believe I need to write myself a letter
A letter to myself always makes me think
If I don’t do this I may fall head over heels into the brink!

What do I want to do to make myself anew?
I want to keep myself from feeling so very blue ...
Oh my, is it my wish to lose those extra 10 pounds?
I guess so, all I have to do is to “look around” (literally)
I really do not want to deny all the desserts!
Please help me, what should I do?

Ice cream, cookies and cake taste so good
I would love to eat a big cookie now; do you think I should?
You don’t? I agree but how about only “one”
Then I will be ready and done
What am I thinking? That is not a good thing to do
It will only make me more sad and blue
I am going to stick with my original plan
It will hopefully help me find my new man!

Resolution for the New Year
POETRY
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late January 2021 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org or follow 
the library on Facebook and Twitter  
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, Jan. 20 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Preschoolers Rock! (Live) – Join Miss 
Nancy on social media as we have fun sing-
ing songs and using instruments to keep 
to the beat of the music! This month we’ll 
share ideas for making shakers from every-
day items! Ages 3-5.

Wednesday, Jan. 20 (noon-1 p.m.) 
Accelerating Growth with New Busi-
ness Development, Part 2 (Live) – Kelly 
Lawrence, founder and CEO of Lawrence 
Innovation, shows us how great interview-
ing leads to better customer insights and 
engagement which leads to superior new 
products and services … then ultimately 
rapid, profitable, sustainable growth. This is 
the second part of a 3-part series presented 
by Cleveland SCORE. Please register. You 
will need to provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Jan. 20 (2-3 p.m.) 
Wednesday Afternoon Book Discus-
sion (Live) – This month’s book is “The 
Guest Book” by Sarah Blake. Please note 
that this monthly discussion will take place 
on the third Wednesday of the month from 
now on. Discussion will be held via Zoom. 
Please register. An email must be provided 
to receive Zoom instructions.

Thursdays, Jan. 21 and 28 (3:30-4:30 
p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – Love Roblox? 
Then WPPL has a club for you! We have 
some private servers set up for Tweens in 
grades 4-6 to hang out with their friends 
and enjoy some of the most popular games 
via Zoom. Please register.

Thursday, Jan. 21 (7-8:30 p.m.) Busi-
ness Legal Series (Live) – SCORE Cleve-
land is offering this free presentation on 
Human Resources. Please register. You will 
need to provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Friday, Jan. 22 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) Got Sci-
ence? Supply Pick Up – Join Got Science? 
as we experiment with electricity! Kits will 
be available beginning Jan. 22. You will need 
a kit to participate in the program. Grades 1 
& 2. Registering for the supply pick up will 
also register you for the Zoom event on Jan. 
29 at 4 p.m. Please register. Participants must 
provide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions.

Monday, Jan. 25 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Kinder 
Club – Pick up your packet at the Youth 
Services Desk on or after Jan. 25. Each bag 
will contain multiple early literacy concepts 
that will be featured weekly on our Kinder 
Club Blog. Ages 4-6. While supplies last.

Tuesday, Jan. 26 (11-11:30 a.m.) and 
Wednesday, Jan. 27 (6:30-7 p.m.) Family 
Storytime (Live) – Join us on Zoom for 
an interactive storytime featuring books, 
rhymes, songs and movement. For families 
with children up to 2-6, siblings welcome. 
Please register. Participants must provide an 
email address to receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Jan. 27 (noon-1 p.m.) 

Accelerating Growth with New Busi-
ness Development, Part 3 (Live) – Kelly 
Lawrence, founder and CEO of Lawrence 
Innovation, will talk about how to engage 
customers with virtual interviews. During 
the pandemic, travel has become a chal-
lenge for many of us. Customers may not 
be willing to open their doors to suppliers 
in an effort to keep essential workers safe 
and able to continue production. Many of 
our customers are working from home. This 
is the last of a 3-part series presented by 
Cleveland SCORE. Please register. You will 
need to provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Jan. 27 (4-5 p.m.) Teen 
Writers Group (Live) – An online meet-up 
for teens in grades 7-12. This is an hour to 
just write, with the last 15 minutes reserved 
for any writer in need of some group brain-
storming. Please register. Participants must 
provide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions.

Wednesday, Jan. 27 (8-9 p.m.) Discov-
ery Box for Teens Sign Up – A personal-
ized subscription box service for teens in 
grades 7-12. Each box will include a book, a 
paper craft, a mystery snack and a few other 
surprises! After signing up you’ll receive a 
survey to help us personalize your box to 
your taste. Pick up takes place Feb. 3-5.

Thursday, Jan. 28 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Harry 
Potter Book Night Supply Pick Up – Cel-
ebrate the magic and wonder of the 7th 
Annual Harry Potter Book Night! Supply kits 
are available to pick up at the library begin-
ning Jan. 28. All ages. Registration begins Jan. 
21. Registering for a kit also registers you for 
the Zoom celebration on Feb. 4 from 7-8 p.m. 
Participants must provide an email to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Thursday, Jan. 28 (7-8:30 p.m.) Busi-
ness Legal Series (Live) – SCORE Cleve-
land is offering this free presentation on 

Business Insurance. Please register. You will 
need to provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Saturday, Jan. 30 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) Mys-
tery STEAM Bag Challenge Supply Pick 
Up – Pick up your Mystery STEAM Bag Sup-
plies at the Drive-Up Window on or after 
Jan. 30. Each bag contains mystery craft 
materials and a challenge card. Use the 
materials to complete the design challenge 
and share with us on Zoom! Grades 1 and 2. 
Please register; registering to pick up mate-
rials also registers you for the Zoom event 
on Feb. 6 at 11 a.m.

Saturday, Jan. 30 (11-11:30 a.m.) Poke-
mon Fun (Live) – Join Miss Rachel for a 
virtual Pokemon Zoom meeting! We will 
play a guess that Pokemon game and have 
time for show and tell. Feel free to bring a 
favorite Pokemon card or toy for show and 
tell! Registration begins Jan. 23. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Saturday, Jan. 30 (1-2:30 p.m.) Medi-
care Ins and Outs (Live) – Do you need 
accurate, unbiased information about 
Medicare? Attend a Zoom presentation by 
OSHIIP, the Ohio Senior Health Insurance 
Information Program, to learn the “ins and 
outs” of Medicare. Please register. Once reg-
istered you will receive an email containing 
instructions for joining us via Zoom.

Sunday, Jan. 31 (1-5 p.m.) American Girl 
Doll Club Pick Up – A Valentine’s Day Fun 
supply kit will be available in the Youth Ser-
vices Department beginning Jan. 31. Ages 
6-10. Registration begins Jan. 24. Regis-
tering will also register you for the Zoom 
event on Feb. 7 from 2-2:30 p.m. You will 
need a kit to participate in the program. 
Participants must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library       
Late January Events

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

As part of a new year, I would like 
to introduce a new column called 
“Westshore Wanders.” By definition 

a “wander” is an act or instance of wander-
ing. “Wanders” is the plural form of the 
noun. To wander is to walk or move in a 
leisurely, casual or aimless way. There is 
something very relaxing about the word. 
Relaxing is something we could all use 
more of about now. To wander is to ramble, 
amble or stroll … ahhhh.

“Westshore Wanders” is also a play 
of words on “Westshore Wonders” as per 
the internet sometimes people confuse 
the two words wander and wonder. The 
bottom line is that there are lots of wonder-
ful historic things in our little beachy slice 
of the Cleveland area.

“Westshore” is harder to define. And is 
it “West Shore” or “Westshore”? The former 
St. John West Shore Hospital is listed both 
ways on Google maps (the confusion has 
been eliminated now that it is known as 
UH St. John Medical Center).

The Westshore Council of Govern-
ments was established in 1971 between 
Bay Village, Fairview Park, North Olmsted, 
Rocky River and Westlake to foster coop-
eration between these municipalities in all 
areas of municipal services. The Westshore 
Central Dispatch opened in 2006 for fire 
and EMS and adds North Ridgeville but 

excludes North Olmsted.
North Ridgeville as part of the Wests-

hore – I don’t think so. North Olmsted and 
Fairview Park – questionable. In terms of 
geography, the Westshore Council of Gov-
ernments seems more like the Northwest 
Council of Governments.

In my mind, the Westshore area 
includes at least part of Avon Lake, all of 
Lakewood and the west side neighbor-
hoods of Cleveland that abut Lake Erie 
along the West Shoreway (State Route 2) 
– Edgewater, Detroit Shoreway, and Ohio 
City. Maybe even the part of the Flats west 
of the Cuyahoga River including Whiskey 
Island? For the purposes of this column it 
will start at the Cuyahoga River and go west 
to Avon Point in the city of Avon Lake and 
extend far enough south to pick up part 
of Westlake.

The funniest part is that even though 
Westlake has “lake” in its name and is usu-
ally considered a 
significant part 
of the West Shore, 
even it doesn’t 
really have a 
shore, unless you 
count the perim-
eter of Clague 
Pond, Bunn Lake 
or the pond at 
the Recreation 
Center!

The Westshore area as I have defined 
it is one of the most dynamic in the Cleve-
land area considering the booming devel-
opment along Detroit Road in Ohio City 
and the Shoreway near Edgewater Park, the 
renaissance in Lakewood and the contin-
ued strong demand for the West Shore sub-
urbs. The Westshore suburbs along Lake 
Erie have been taking steps to make the 
shoreline even more accessible and invit-
ing. Bike routes are being extended and 
improved to link the Westshore together 
recreationally better than ever.

The Westshore area as I have defined 
it is linked culturally. In America it is 
common for ethnic groups to migrate out 
away from the central city along the prin-
cipal streets radiating from it. It is common 
for families that started out on the near 
west side to have moved out farther in 
Cleveland along Lake, Detroit and Lorain 
roads. For example, the Irish Catholic 
families that started at St. Patrick’s and St. 
Malachi’s in Ohio City migrated out to St. 
Colman’s then to St. Ignatius Antioch and 
now to St. Bernadette’s and other far flung 
west side parishes.

It is common for families of all eth-
nicities with roots in Lakewood to now 
live in Rocky River and Westlake and for 
those who grew up in Westlake to now live 
in Avon Lake. In the days of the Interur-
ban railroad and streetcars a trip to the 
hinterlands was along one of their same 
radiating routes. Once the automobile 
came along city folk first came out to farm-
stands in Westlake for their autumn apples 
and pumpkins and now they go to parts of 
Lorain County.

Note that Lakewood Cemetery is in 
Rocky River and Lakewood Country Club 
is in Westlake. I would guess that at least 
half of all Westshore families have had a 
family member that lived in Lakewood at 
some time during their lifecycle.

To me one of the advantages of living 
in the Westshore area is the proximity to 
Downtown Cleveland and University Circle 
via I-90 and the Shoreway. Those trips keep 
me connected to the other communities 
along the route. When heading west over 
the Main Avenue bridge seeing Lakewood’s 
Gold Coast and the Bay Village shore in the 
distance, I feel like I am nearly home. 

WESTSHORE WANDERS

What’s in a name, anyway?
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Our little slice of paradise from Avon Point to the Cuyahoga River as per a portion of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, NOAA, National Oceanic Survey, Sandusky to Moss Point.
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by JEFF BING

Wow. Who woulda thunk it? The 
Browns playing football more 
than halfway into January … 

and meaningful football, at that. 
With Covid and all, the timing really 

couldn’t have been much better for the 
city. The holidays were in the rearview 
mirror, the Cavaliers were capturing 
the imaginations of, well, no one, and 
more than a month until Indians spring 
training, we needed something to get us 
through these cold winter nights, right?

With Baker Mayfield looking like 
the real deal, the best running game in 
the NFL, and a defense that – well, okay, 
as Meatloaf once sang, “Two out of three 
ain’t bad” – the Browns are actually fun 
to watch.

It did get me to thinking, though 
(which in my case, is always dangerous) 
about the situation in Cleveland in the 
mid-’90s, just over a quarter-century 
ago, when Art Modell announced on 
Nov. 6, 1995, that the Browns were 
indeed moving to Baltimore.

The Indians were becoming good 
and capturing the hearts of the city, 
getting a favorable lease deal and other 
incentives to keep the Indians in Cleve-
land. Indians owner Dick Jacobs was a 
smart businessman, who knew exactly 
how to work the city of Cleveland for 
financial breaks in just about everything 
imaginable.

Browns owner Art Modell saw this 
and asked for the same consideration 
for the Browns. The city never listened 
closely to Modell, feeling he didn’t need 

the financial assistance the Indians did, 
completely unaware that Modell was on 
shaky financial ground. You know how 
the story ended.

Now, the situation is essentially the 
opposite. The Browns are the up and 
comers, the Indians – thanks to the 
Dolans – are facing a long uphill climb. 
And it’s not because they traded Frankie 
Lindor that I make that claim. We knew 
Lindor was gone, but the inclusion of 
Carlos Carrasco is what convinced me 
that the latest Indians run is toast.

But wait, there’s more.
Consider this: With the Tribe not 

ruling out the possibility of trading Jose 
Ramirez, and dropping the team name 
(and BTW, if the name’s so horrible how 
come they are still selling Indians mer-
chandise? Oh yeah, I guess the name 

isn’t so bad that they have to trash all of 
that Tribe merchandise, eh? That would 
be financial insanity, and the Dolans 
know a thing or two about maximizing 
their dollars, no?) ... but I digress.

This is the perfect time to relocate 
the franchise. No fans to protest at Pro-
gressive Field. (And when fans do return 
to Progressive Field, support will be 
lousy because of the gut job the Dolans 
did on the team … and it will be Browns 
Town, anyway.) Other cities – did some-
one say Las Vegas? – will be more than 
willing to cut lucrative sweetheart deals 
to get the franchise to relocate.

Sure, MLB will cry “foul” (see what 
I did there?) and Frank Jackson will 
go Mike White and pledge to keep the 
team here, but when the Dolans show 
MLB how bad the situation is here and 
how good it would be in Vegas, and 
you can bet on it (I did it again), the 
Dolans will tearfully announce that 
they “don’t want to leave” but, as we all 
know, WILL.

I hear you all laughing, but you also 
laughed at the rumors of the Browns 
moving 25 years ago, didn’t you? 

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Browns and Indians stories inversely 
related to a quarter-century ago

Bay Village Scout honors veterans 
with Eagle service project
by RANDY RISCH

Ryan Hengelsberg, Scouts BSA Troop 41 
of Bay Village, recently completed his 
Eagle Scout service project for VFW 

Post 9693. The Post meets on the second Tues-
day of each month at 7 p.m. in the Bay Village 
Police Department’s Community Room.

Ryan has volunteered to set up tables and 
chairs for their meetings over the past four 
years. Members had been looking for ways to 
increase awareness of the Post. Ryan worked 
with Post Commanders, Fred Green and Geoff 
Belanger, to design a granite marker for the 

building entrance. The deep black marker is 
inscribed with the VFW’s Cross of Malta Seal 
in full color. The marker was created with the 
assistance of the Lang Monument Company of 
Canton. The company was established in 1894 
by E.D. Lang, purchased by Fred W. Allison in 
1945, and has stayed in the family ever since.

Tim Allison, president of Lang Monument, 
is Ryan’s grandfather. Mr. Allison was an officer 
in the United States Navy and served in the 
Vietnam War. He has passed along his patrio-
tism and respect for our troops to Ryan and his 
family. Ryan is pleased to honor all veterans 
through the completion of this project. 

Ryan Hengelsberg, Eagle Scout, pictured with Geoff Belanger, 
Commander of VFW Post 9693.

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Bay Village Schools invites com-
munity members to attend a 
virtual Town Hall on “Excesses 

in Social Media” on Wednesday, Jan. 20, 
6:30-7:30 p.m., via Zoom. The webinar 
event is hosted by Bay Village City School 
District in partnership with Bay Village 
Police Department.

The event is geared toward parents 
and guardians of students in grades 5-12, 
and the panelists will help families by 
discussing the emotional, technical and 
legal ramifications of social media. Pan-
elists will share ways to communicate 
with students about social media regard-

ing potential risks and how to establish 
good online rules.

Panelists include Bay Village Schools 
psychologist Richard Bogielski; district 
Technology Coordinator Brian Reynolds; 
district School Resource Officer Ben 
Kitchen and Det. Jameison Pochatek of 
Bay Village Police Department. The 
webinar will be moderated by Martha 
Patton, Bay Village Schools’ assistant 
superintendent for special services.

Town Hall guests can submit 
their questions when they pre-reg-
ister at bit.ly/Jan20TownHall. Regis-
tered attendees will receive a special 
Zoom link to view the event.

This event is the fourth virtual 

Town Hall webinar the district has offered 
to families this school year through its 
Rocket Family Learning Series. Topics 
have ranged from responding to COVID-
19 to anxiety. The district will record this 
event and release it via social media for 
those unable to attend. 

Bay Schools partners with BVPD for social media webinar ADVERTISE IN THE 
OBSERVER

IT’S MORE THAN 
AN AD ...          

You’re Supporting 
Our Civic Groups!
Email staff@wbvobserver.com
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 

are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.13.2
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FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by Aug. 29

at wbvobserver.com

 » See CHALLENGE page 12

by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

Evelyn Allen
George Arruda

David & Carol Ball
Bay Village Garden Club

Bay Village Women’s Club
Bonnie Belda

Ruth B. Bertrand
John Biesterfeldt

Jeffrey D. Bing
The Bing Family

Marie Black
Bocce Partner JD

Jean Bowman
Judy Brody

Judy & Ray Budoi
George Cadwallader

Dwight & Nancy Clark
Stephen Clarke

Maryanne Cullom
Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS

Deborah Delzeith
Jack Dianiska

Leisa Diller
Penny Dolski

Tony & Judy Dostal
Todd & Donna Dresing

Cynthia & Eric Eakin

Michael & Diane Ferry
Susan & Richard Fink

Jan Foote
Tom & Lois Fornes

Diane Frye
Lee Gase

Rick Grane
Marybeth Hackenberg

Rosemary & Walt Halun
Linda Harris

Linda Heiden & John Heidenreich
Dawn Hilt

Karol Hoeffler
David W. Kaman
Patrick Keating

Joan Kemper
Paul & Therese Koomar

Beverly Kosarko
Thomas Kovach
William Krause
Barbara Lahey
Marilyn Lahnen
John R. Larson

Ellie Luchini
David Lynn

Marty & Jennie Mace
The Mack Family

Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling!

Thank
 You!

Martha Devotion Huntington 
Chapter/Daughters of the American 

Revolution
Tom & Kirsten Martin

Mel Maurer
Thomas & Holly McGowan

Mary Kay McLean
Joan Hayes McSweeney

Mark Miller
Tom Mullee
Mike Nock

Michael & Ann O’Donnell
Julie & Al Paulus

Jim Potter
Connie Priest
Tim Rasgaitis

David & Amy Rencehausen
Carole Roske

Steve Ruscher
Louis Ruscitto

Victor Rutkoski
George Ryan

Mike & Julie Scanlan
Todd & Barb Semroc

Nancy Sheehan
David Smalley

Jean Smith

Marilyn Sommer
Lysa Stanton & Dave Pfister

James Stevenson
Kathleen Swetkis

Nick & Judy Taranto
Barbara Taushanoff

Terri Telepak
Brian Thompson
Judy & Don Trask

Village Bicycle Cooperative
Westlake Kiwanis Club

Shirley Whitbeck
Cynthia White
Marge Widmar

Edward L. Wilkinson Sr
Peter & Kathy Winzig
Barb & Ian Woodburn

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help

by WILLIAM RYAN

I have now lived a number of years at 
Vitalia Senior Residences in Westlake. 
Having lived with seniors who are in the 

majority over the age of 85, I have witnessed 
one of the saddest tribulations an older 

person can experience. With the pace of 
life as it is today, perhaps it is best for older 
family members to live in an atmosphere 
conducive to satisfying their desires. I can 
somewhat accept that thinking with a few 
question marks.

What I cannot accept is the attitude 

of many families. An attitude that their 
older family members’ needs are being 
looked after and the family then slowly 
backs away from visits. Family and friends 
are the finest medications available. Visits 
are like free prescriptions guaranteed to 
work miracles. 

Imagine what it is like for a resident 
living alone to pray and hope the kids will 
call with family plans for a holiday or other 
event?

Can’t family members recall when they 
might have been left alone and experienced 
fear and then sadness?

My resolution for the new year will be to 
gently probe families to visit. Simply involve 
the older person in conversations. Ask an 
opinion ... there is nothing better than to 
let a person know they are appreciated! 

A prescription guaranteed to work miracles
READER'S OPINION


